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The HRT club has always been a great way to get more involved in our program. Club members get to 
know the professors better, get to know their fellow students better, and also meet many new and interesting 
people in the hospitality field. It is a great opportunity to network and build relationships that will last a life 
time. The HRT club recently received a five star rating from the College! Congratulations!  That rating is in 
part due to the many activities and fund raisers that Club members participate in. Some of these activities 
include the famous NYC Hotel show, Toys for Tots, and co-hosting the HRTM end of the year party. These 
activities are partially financed by the member’s efforts in such activities as car washes and candy sales. 
 

Current President Adam Lewin encourages everyone to stop by one of the meetings which are held every 
other Thursday @ 12:15 in room 407 of Sibley Hall. 
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The Class of 2006—Graduation is almost here, May 13th at 10:00!  Graduation is such a dichotomy, for it is 
both an end and a beginning. As the HRTM graduates end their academic career, many already have plans 
for the beginning of their professional career. Melissa Simonette is working full-time in the “group travel 
department” at Touraid Travel in Plattsburgh. Cara Fitzgerald will be working in Long Island in the hotel 
industry. Allen Michnevich plans to move to Boston and continue working for Hyatt Hotels in their sales 
trainee program. Randi Heller will relocate to Florida for a 
career in the hotel industry. Heidi Benware currently 
works at Days Inn, Plattsburgh and in the recreation de-
partment at the Dannemora Correctional Facility. Theresa 
Hamburger would like to move South and work at a resort 
destination. Marc Seidel will be working as a manager for 
Stewart Shops. Allison Kittell is moving to Texas to begin 
the manager training program for Red Lobster. Giovanna 
Bellavia is moving to Las Vegas to work for a destination 
management company. Jay Zelkowitz is returning to Long 
Island to pursue a job in the hotel industry. Diana Wilson 
hopes to work at a ski resort or restaurant in the New England area. Eric Rosenthal plans to work in New 
York City in a hotel restaurant as a chef; eventually he would like to travel to Europe. Jeff Glanton plans on 
moving to Las Vegas to work as a restaurant manager and eventually move back to New York City. Yukiko 
Inoue has an interview for a position at a Japanese travel agency in New York City. Patti Cormier, who 
currently works at the Holiday Inn, Plattsburgh, plans on moving to Orlanda to work as a Supervisor at the 
Disney Starwood Hotel. Nicole Canessa prefers to move out west, possibly Arizona, Las Vegas or San 
Diego area and pursue a job in hospitality. She is presently interning at the Best Western, Plattsburgh. 
Heather Peters hopes to work in the Caribbean before eventually moving back to Vermont to work on a 
vineyard and own a timeshare in Grand Isle. Colleen Salanger is presently working at Best Western, Platts-
burgh and plans on moving to Albany to pursue a career in hotel sales. Melissa Ketay is moving to Las Ve-
gas to pursue a job in the hospitality industry. 
 
We wish everyone success in their career and happiness in their future. Good Luck Class of 2006! 


�

������
�������
�

������
�������
�

������
�������
�

������
�������� ���
 
The Eta Sigma Delta Honor Society would like to welcome you to the Sixth Edition of “The 
Pineapple Press”. Eta Sigma Delta is an international Honor Society that recognizes excep-
tional academic achievements of hospitality students at the Baccalaureate Level. Our Officers 
for the Spring 2006 are; Patti Cormier-President, Colleen Salanger Vice President, Chris Balun 
and Venessa Rodriguez Co-Secretaries, and Zachary Rabideau, Treasurer. It is with great 
pleasure that we announce and welcome the new inductees to Eta Sigma Delta Membership.  
The new inductees are Brooke Bardin, Rachel Constant, Ramie Filbin, Jacqueline Hoff, Yukari 
Ishizaki, Feng Mei Liu, and Lisbeth Rosado. Congratulations!!!! 
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The Sixth Edition of the Pineapple Press has chosen Professor David Hensarling for its Professor Spotlight. Professor Hensarling was 
born and raised in Hattieburg, Mississippi. He grew up in the “Bible Belt” living a Tom Sawyer life style, spending much of his time in 
the woodlands; camping, hiking, fishing and attending Baptist Church outings. Professor Hensarling received his Bachelor Degree from 
The University of Southern Mississippi majoring in Geography & Business with a focus on Tourism. His undergraduate program coin-
cided with the turbulent 60’s, as he was an undergraduate student from 1966-1970. He continued his 
education at Southern Mississippi earning a Master's Degree in Recreation, specializing in Tourism. 
Later he completed “all but dissertation” (ABD) on his Doctorate at Texas A&M University with his 
major studies being in Tourism and his support studies being in Marketing and Finance.  
 
Professor Hensarling has worked extensively in the hospitality field; from owning and operating his 
own Restaurant "Beef and Brew” in College Station, Texas, managing State Parks for the State of 
Mississippi, being a researcher for the Mississippi Tourism Commission, and doing consulting for 
several Universities and private clubs regarding their food service operations. He is currently President 
and a partner in “Colorado Aeuro Colors” a franchise business in the Denver area. Prior to coming to 
Plattsburgh State University, he was an Instructor in The Hotel, Restaurant, and Tourism School at the University of Denver, his last 
five years serving as the Assistant Director of that program. Besides having a history both in the academic and the real world of Hospi-
tality, he has two ex-wives, two daughters, and two granddaughters. 
 
Professor Hensarling came to Plattsburgh State University in 2001, and teaches Introduction to Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism, Princi-
ples of Tourism, Hospitality Marketing, and Meetings and Conventions Management. Mr. Hensarling continually reflects the true mean-
ing of the "Pineapple" in Hospitality.  
 
On breaks from teaching, Prof. Hensarling is either in Denver, Colorado with friends boating on his 32 foot Bayliner cruiser or in Bird 
City, Kansas enjoying the peaceful simple life of driving his ‘66 Jaguar, listening to the never ending owl hooting, or admiring the stars. 
But the real “secret” that many do not know about "Our Professor Hensarling" is that he came very close to being a Rock Star!? A musi-
cian at heart he was a former drummer in “The Possum Creek Band”- a band that shortly after he left toured with REO Speedwagon!! 
We the Class of 2006 feel it is a wonderful journey, one we will all remember, taking Professor Hensarling’s classes, and listening to his 
adventures in Tourism and life. 

Samuel D’s, the HRTM lab, is closing out its second year of operation. In these past two years this 
facility has become both a classroom lab and a showcase for the HRTM program. It has proven to 
be an invaluable resource for the HRTM department and an outstanding learning experience for the 
HRTM students. This facility is now used for classroom lessons, for department functions, and for 
other instructional offerings designed to prepare students for life after college. 

 
There are many classes in the HRTM program that now use Samuel D’s. In HRT 181, students are introduced to the facility and given a 
basic overview of Dining protocol. The HRT 284 class does inventory for the kitchen and inventory valuation, while HRT 397 studies 
safety systems and maintenance issues. The HRT 362 class prepares foods for special functions that are usually held on Tuesday after-
noons. The HRT 373 class manages Samuel D’s every morning from 8 – 11 as Starbucks Coffee. For the dinners on Thursday evenings, 
HRT 464 prepares and serves the meals while the HRT 364 class serves all alcoholic beverages that are ordered during dinner. 
 
Some of the functions that are held in Samuel D’s are; the Toys for Tots Christmas reception, a fall reception for incoming and returning 
HRTM students, a graduation reception recognizing and honoring all graduating seniors, ���  honor society functions, and some HRT 
club activities as well as other unique functions during the year. An example of other functions was the teaology class offered on April 
4, and was purposed with providing a better understanding of tea, its culture, and its origins. Also, there are plans to have a dining eti-
quette class, open to all students, to educate students in the proper etiquette and protocol of food service. 
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